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Message from the President Dr. John Ong

Physically Constrained but Emotionally Free

The Covid-19 pandemic is serious, but it
cannot deter a heart that loves the Lord. It will
not prevent us from doing God’s work.

During the pandemic we had to stay at
home, but we have not been idle. In fact, we
were busier. It was indeed a very fruitful time.

1. The in-person coutses were changed
to online courses.

As a result, these courses were not only
available to the students who were originally
registered to take them, but they also became
available to many other students. We ended
up having more students.

2. The use of ZOOM and other
software.

Many teachers as well as students were
at first apprehensive about online study,
thinking that face to face learning was better.
But because of the situation, there was no
choice but to accept the alternative. As a
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result, both students and teachers gained new
experiences in teaching and learning. Many
advantages of online study were also
discovered, such as the flexibility in terms of
time, ease of conducting group discussion,
and more cultural interactions due to the
participation of more students from different
backgrounds.

3. Introduction of more general
theological education.

We launched various seminars during
these 3 months. They included seminars on
heresy, on eschatology, as well as on the
infallibility of the Bible. These online
seminars attracted tens of thousands of
participants. Thete were also seminatrs on
counselling as well as on spiritual discipline.
Publicity in Chinese, English and Malay on
the activities of the seminary and the
promotion of theological education in Europe
were well received.
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4. The Covid-19 pandemic relief work.

At the early stage we managed to raise funds
together with the Malaysia United Mission Mobilization
(the office was set up at the seminary). We helped to
coordinate the purchase of medical supplies to be sent
to 25 government hospitals in the country and to
support the frontline medical personnel in facing the
pandemic. Other than the contributions from the local
churches and individuals, our students from China as
well as our alumni greatly supported our efforts,
including contributing in cash and kind. The medical
supplies donated to the 7 hospitals in Sabah were fully
sponsored by our students from China. For that we give
thanks.

5. During this period we closely liaised with
various churches, especially the Chinese churches, the
Orang Asli churches, and churches in Eastern Europe
and the Middle-East. We are like brothers, very close to
one another. When they have any need, we extend our
help without hesitation. When we have any need, they
go all out to help us. For this we give thanks. We not
only help one another, but also together we are able to
help others in their need.

Together we arranged to send face masks, PPE,
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and food aids to Cambodia, Myanmar, Nepal, Pakistan,
Indonesia, East Malaysia, Palestine, Israel, Albania,
Macedonia, Bosnia & Herzegovina, Kosovo, Croatia,
Setbia and Montenegto.

We not only prayed for them but encouraged them
spiritually. These material aids and love gifts brought
warmth to their hearts and helped them to bear
wonderful testimony to their community.

6. I wish to thank the teachers for their hard work
and willingness to conduct lectures online. Our staff
and coworkers are also not forgotten for their dedicated
service day and night. I praise God for this wonderful
team.

7. Our courses for the month of July will still be
online. Owing to the pandemic, short mission trips in
August are cancelled. However, students creatively
organise their own groups to plan various mission
online projects, to carry out the Great Commission and
to spread the Gospel.

The in-person lectures at MBTS campus has
resumed in September. The online courses will continue
to be promoted. We pray for God’s providence for those
who serve as well as their families. May God also bless
the churches and every believer.
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The post-pandemic world is going to be
different, with greater needs, more sins and an
increase in anxiety. Are you willing to respond to
God’s calling to be His workers of this era?

In May, MBTS conducted 8 online seminars in
Chinese, English, and Malay, with the theme of
Seeking His Will: The Path of Ministry. Each of
these seminars attracted 50-200 participants
respectively. The seminar content includes the 10
special features of MBTS, the testimonies of calling
and serving by seminarians and pastors, words of
encouragement from our faculty, and, finally, the
President challenging the participants to be
equipped in response to the impending mission.

If you missed the online broadcast, we welcome
you to watch the seminars on our MBTS YouTube
Channel.
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Global Fastlng and Praymg for *h Pandemic Crisis

Online Prayer Meetlng -
N

‘I-Neighborhood’ - Global Fasting and Praying for the
Pandemic Crisis

This endeavor, initiated and coordinated by MBTS, is a call
to Chinese worldwide to participate in the online prayer
meeting to fast and pray for the Pandemic Crisis.

»? “internet,”

The letter ‘I’ implies “love (in Chinese),
“international,” and “Special Group” (especially the state of
health of the Sri Petaling tabligh gathering participants)

From April until August, participants are encouraged to fast
for at least one meal each week and pray for one’s own state, for
Malaysia, and for all who suffer from the Covid-19 pandemic all

over the world.
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Distribution
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Our seminary distributed facemasks to our neighbourhood, including the hospitals, police stations,
fire stations, post offices, community centers, NGOs, migrant ministries, and cared for the needy
groups.

Klinik Kesihatan Teluk Bahang H % & E J7 Fr
Klinik Kesihatan Batu Ferringhi & #8 T B & J7 Fr
Klinik Kesihatan Tanjung Bungah [& 57 Fif
Klinik Kesihatan Tanjung Tokong 1 4% 18 )t & J7 Fir
Mount Miriam Cancer Hospital J& i & Bz
Police Station Teluk Bahang H& EHE £ F
Police Station Batu Ferringhi & # T HE £ F
Police Station Tanjung Tokong F} 4 iE L ¥ & 5
Teluk Bahang Fire and Rescue Station B E&BH 7/
. Tanjung Tokong Bagan Jermal Fire and Rescue Station F 2% 3 7t JH B &
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. Post Office Batu Ferringhi & & T H Hif B &
. Post office Tanjung bungah F} 4% i F& HE B =
.Army Camp Batu Ferringhi & T EEE
. Rapid Penang Tanjung Bungah F} 4% B B £ & 35
. Salvation Army Penang =3 f th &
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. Eden Handicapped Center Penang 7 ] 5% & ik 55 # 0
. St. Nicholas' Home § A ¥ Bt
20. Petra Baptist Church 7979 Holistic Care Center & 1 215 #£7979% A X R
21. Butterworth Baptist Church 7979 Holistic Care Center L8215 279798 A KR ¥
22.1 Link Community Care 3% 45 # [X 32 4F
23. Baptist Bookstore B 5 = 1
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TOGETHER WE FIGHT COVID-19
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Sabah Baptist Churches
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During the Covid-19 pandemic, the Government
and the NGOs need to work together to face the crisis.
The Malaysia United Mission Mobilization (MUMM),
with over 40 affiliated organisations, mobilised
Christian organisations and churches all over Malaysia
to participate actively in this effort. We distributed
medical supplies to 7 government hospitals in Sabah
(QE], Likas, Tawau, Lahad Datu, Sandakan, Keningau
and Tuaran hospitals). These supplies include 700 PPE,
800 eye protection equipment, 1200 N95 face masks and
33,600 surgical masks. The cost totalling more than
RMB 300 thousand was fully sponsored by the Chinese
Doctoral students of MBTS together with MUMM.

These supplies were handed to the Basel
Christian Church of Malaysia and the Malaysia Baptist
Convention to be handed to the respective hospital in
stages.

Other than providing aid to government hospitals
treating the Covid-19 patients, MUMM also provided
support to affiliated organisations in caring for those in
need during the MCO period. These included homes
for the aged, orphanages, seniors staying alone, foreign
workers, refugees, orang asli, and those living in
poverty. Our social concern works included recruiting
volunteers, preparing food, and setting up counselling
hotlines. We hope to help care for these groups of
people during the pandemic period. MUMM looks
forward to protecting and serving the community
together with all Malaysians.

First Phase: MUMM concentrated on giving
medical supplies to medical personnel. This effort was
to help in protecting the front-line workers as well as to

help in sustaining the medical facilities to face the
increasing number of cases.

Second Phase: Appeal to the churches and the
various Christian bodies to take the initiative to contact
the local general hospitals to understand their needs
and to take follow-up actions. During the MCO,
Christians are called to help those in need around them;
for example, homes for the aged, orphanages,
prisoners, seniors staying alone, foreign workers and
others. Other than that, we must not forget the
volunteers serving the community at the frontline.
Churches are urged to listen to their needs, to
coordinate with them in what they are doing and to
pray for them.

Churches are also reminded to explore the
various avenues of obtaining face masks and other
necessities. If possible, keep a stock of 1-month supply.
After the MCO, when people start to go back to work or
when churches start to have in-person worship, these
items will be needed.

When in-person worship was suspended, some of
the churches turned to online worship. The bigger
churches are well-equipped with recording facilities
and wete able to carry out the recordings smoothly.
However, smaller churches may not have these
resources. If located in the rural area, there may be an
added problem of slow wifi speed and other problems
like unfamiliarity with the handling of smart phones,
computers and other equipment. Churches which are
well equipped can volunteer to assist.
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The 2nd Malaysian Combined Mission Conference is scheduled to be held on 11-13 August 2020 at Johor
Baru. Owing to the Covid-19 pandemic, the executive committee decided to cancel the in-person event.
Instead it will be held on-line. We believe that we should not abort the whole plan because of this challenge.
Nothing should hinder the work of spreading the Gospel. After the pandemic is over, churches and mission
bodies will face even greater challenges. It is therefore pertinent that the MUMM conference be held
according to plan so as to be a blessing to churches, mission bodies, and brothers and sisters.
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Online Program: Master of Arts in Biblical Studies (In
Chinese)

In the second half of this year, MBTS started the
Master of Arts in Biblical Studies with two major options.
Students can choose to focus in textual studies / biblical
interpretation or biblical background. Dr. Francis Choi, a
biblical scholar, is the director of this program. Other than
Dr. Choi, we will also invite local and international scholars
with related expertise to form the faculty. The classes will
be conducted via Zoom. We welcome any inquiry via email.

registrar.mbts@gmail.com | www.mbts.org.my
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Evegwondenwhat{ChristianVApologeticstisfaboutailsireasontincompatiblejwithlourChristian faith?
pJointthellntroductionfoffApologeticsicourseitolfindfoutimore!

The course is offered using the
ZO0OIM Platform

Dr. Henry Teh Hock Guan

Date: Sept 21- Nov 9, 2020 (For Eight Mondays)
Time: 8 pm-10 pm
FEE: RM100 (Audit), RM80 (Bachelor), RM120 (Master)

The course is offered for Audit and 1 MBTS Credit (16 hrs lecture + 20 hrs of homework).

This course covers the basic introduction of
Christian Apologetics and introduces the
students to the various views of Apologetics.
It discusses the problem between faith and
reasons for our Christian conviction. It
emphasizes on the reasons for studying
Apologetics and the various approaches to
Apologetics.

Course Facilitator:

E Dr. Henry Teh Hock Guan
s Ph.D. in Christian Philosophy &
il Apologetics;

National Director & Christian Apologist for
7 - 7 Ratio Christi International Malaysia

Registration:
info.mbts(@gmail.com www.mbts.org.my
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1. Pray for the pandemic in Malaysia to be under control. As the various sectors are almost 100% open, pray
that there will be no second wave of infection. Amidst political instability, may the people enjoy peace and good
health, not threatened by the virus.
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2. In the face of increasing natural catastrophes and manmade disasters, we firmly believe that the Gospel is the
only hope. Only the Lord Jesus can give us salvation and true peace. Pray that our courses on missions and the
trans-cultural mission work will continue to grow, to gain more souls.

RRANwmME, RNEGFERARECHE, HAFHGRELBEABSE 2. #EARNE
HRBEME M EZFT, ARk, BRAEDZ RHA.

3. The economy of the country as well as the whole world is in recession. Contributions to the seminary from
churches as well as from individuals are greatly affected. We have to economize in various areas. Pray that the
churches as well as individuals who are greatly blessed will continue to support and provide for the basic needs
of the seminary.
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4. During the MCO period, we developed many online courses. May God use them to equip more workers. Our
equipment for the new medium needs to be upgraded. Pray for the necessary funds.
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