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Message from the President, Dr John Ong

Macedonia

Answering the Calling,

After many years of promoting mission and
theological education in Europe (including Western,
Northern, Southern and Eastern Europe), 2019 was the
year we finally set foot in Macedonia, today's Northern
Macedonia.

I met the late Pr Micro, President of the Macedonian
Evangelical Fellowship, at the Café at Alexanderplatzin
Skopje, the capital city, and we got to know each other
very well. We had a great conversation, listening to him
talk about the suffering of the Macedonian people, the
wars they had gone through... His burden was to see
100 evangelical churches in Macedonia. | was touched,
and encouraged him that the Chinese churches would
like to work with him to plant new churches and equip
more shepherds and missionaries.

The largest group in North Macedonia is the Greek
Orthodox, followed by the M group.

A five minute walk from Alexander the Great Square
is the home of Mother Teresa. There are some white
statues, black statues, a memorial and a chapel. As a
young woman, Mother Teresa was called by God to
minister to the poorest of the poorin India, starting with
Calcuttain particular, launched a movement around the
world to establish many homes for the dying. When she
saw peopleinthe streets who were very sick and dying

Four Journeys

and had no one to take care of them, she would bring
them back to the Home for the Dying, washed them,
changed their clothes, combed their hair, prayed for
them, encouraged them and comforted them, so that
they could feel God's love in their last moments, and
reaffirmed the dignity of their humanity.

During this encounter, | also met with Pastor
Micro to hold a conference on the Macedonian
callings. But sadly, in the following year after our
meeting, he contracted the coronavirus and left this
world returning to the Father at the end of that year.

The second trip to Macedonia was in early March
2020. At that time there were outbreaks all over the
world, but at that time Macedonia was safe. When our
congregation arrived, according to the statistics there
were only two confirmed cases in the country of
Macedonia. After our 21st Century Macedonian Call
Conference, as soon as we left for Malaysia, the
outbreak had sealed off the city. Many people were
infected and facing serious life-threatening
situations.

This conference consisted of a delegation from
our seminary and mission team plus inviting many
co-workers from Macedonia, Albania, Montenegro,
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Serbia, and Croatia.
Together with the pastoral leaders from Eastern
Europe, we shared and planned how to reach out to
the different peoples of the Balkan Peninsula with the
Gospel. The seminar was very fruitful and
encouraging to each other.

During the seminar, we visited Pastor and Mrs.
Robert, who have a vision for pioneering evangelism.
We were in partnership with him helping on the rental
for the preacher's lodging and the missionary's
house. Their family of three began to give aid and care
to the less fortunate families and to witness to
alcoholics. They have grown from three to 30
membersin less than three years.

It was also the first time to visit Pr Sasho at
Kumanova, the second largest city. Prayed for the
renovation of their church auditorium, which they
have notbeen able to complete due to lack of funds. In
a small way, we contributed with some of the offerings
so that the renovation project can be continued for
completion. Seeing his burden for theological
education and equipping his co-workers to do the
groundbreaking work, we know that this is one of the
most important tasks, and we must give him our
support.




Message from the President, Dr John Ong

| was impressed by Pr Arthur
from Kosovo, who led a group of
young people to the seminar,
equipping them to witness to
communities. He said, "2000 years
ago Paul heard the cries of our
Macedonian people (Kosovo was
also within the boundaries of
Macedonia at that time), and Paul
came to help us; now 2000 years
later, | am saying to you, Dr. John
Ong, and the Chinese churches,
"Please come and help us"! Who
would not be moved by such a
profound cry?

After the pandemic outbreak,
although we were not able to go to
Macedoniain person, we were able
to share the needs of the
Macedonian countries in the
Balkan Peninsula with more
Chinese churches through online
vision sharing meetings.

Our alumni in Paris, Pastor Thomas Zhou was upon
my invitation to lead several co-workers to visit
Macedonia on our behalf to understand the situation,
and it was our joint effort to pray and raise funds for a
church, enabling Pr Venco to serve the poor
Macedonian and Roma people. Thanks to God's
provision, we were able to help them purchased the
church ayearlater.

The third visit to Macedonia was to the seaside
city of Struga. The conference was held in an aspired
retreat region that attracted even more Chinese
church leaders from all over the world attending the
seminar. We had a very fruitful few days of meetings
and were able to finalize several ministries.

During the conference, a sister from China
accepted the Lord and have a burden for mission, but
has yet to receive water baptism. | therefore baptized
her in the Macedonian Sea. Though the sea waters
that day were very cold, but our hearts were warmed,
and everyone was thankful. During the conference, a
Chinese church in London was willing to participate
and adopted a missionary couple to promote the
gospelworkin Struga.

After the conference, we formed several short-
term mission teams to visit Macedonia and
neighboring countries for study tours, missionary
connections, and follow-up support. We were very
encouraged by the work of Pastor Filip at Veles, who
was voted the best citizen of the city for his leadership
in ministering to the local people. They graciously
ministered to many of the poor and downtrodden,
funded by their own people.

This second Macedonian conference was led by
Pastor Peter, the new President of the Macedonian
Evangelical Church, who has a vision, a burden, down
to earth with humility, and is very effective to work
with.

Two of my co-workers have done a lot of work in
following up and promoting. Dr. Soo Yip Thin led the
burdened Christians to go further in the Balkan
countries, and also into Poland and Ukraine for war
relief and believers' care ministry. Dr. Chuah Chia
Choon on the other hand has followed up by
maintaining good connections with evangelical
leaders throughout Macedonia and has strategically
partnered with me to implement various programs.

The fourth Macedonian trip this year again led co-
workers from Malaysia and Brunei, joined by teams
from France and Hungary. This time the support given
to both Macedonia and Kosovo is a combination of
three stranded cord that worked more effectively.

On this fourth trip to Macedonia, we saw what God
was doing. There are some real substance of work
and support taking shapes in six cities, including
helping to plant churches, supporting the lives of
missionaries, buying two churches, helping to
develop a city church directly across the street from
the city hall, buying a car for administrative use,
buying another car to help Macedonian co-workers
make regular trips to Turkey to provide relief for
earthquake victims, and helping to publish two books
in Macedonian language.

Helping the nine seminary students in Kosovo to
study theology, providing them with scholarships for
the next two years. Helped to renovate a meeting
place for a youth center for evangelical work at the
southern region, as well as one-time and long-term
regular help for several of their ministries, serving 96%
of the majority people of the Kosovo nation.

These four trips, by God's mercy, as in the book of
Acts, seeing the gospel preached, workers edified, and
given glory to the Lord. But there is still much to be
done, many challenges ahead, and prayers are needed
for thelocal workers.

This is my personal conviction in mission, and
also my actions in response to the call of Macedonia
inthe 21stcentury.
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Praying for the pastors of the evangelical churches
in Kosovo

Respond to the Call from
MACEDONIA I11

Thank God for giving us a wonderful trip to
Macedonia and Kosovo at the end of May this year. Our
team trekked Paul's second missionary route in Greece
from May 18-20, and spent one evening with the
members of Chinese Evangelical Church in
Thessaloniki. We felt a great burden for so many lost
soulsin Greece today.

We left Thessaloniki on May 21 and headed for
North Macedonia where we spent three days visiting
seven evangelical churches and a seminary. We are
very encouraged to see the zeal of these seven
churches to impact and transform the communities
around them. Pastor Robert and his wife have done
outstanding works. They pioneered a church there
three years ago. From three people (their own family of
three), they have led many people to believe in the Lord,
with nearly 30 people. They shared gospel to local
miners, truck drivers, alcoholics, mothers who are
abused by their families, teenagers, etc.

Our final destination was Kosovo. We reached the
capital city, Pristina, on May 22, as were warmly
welcome by the Fellowship of the Lord's People
Church. We had a memorable three days, travelling
around the small country, meeting the leaders of the
evangelical churches and visiting three centers of the
Mercy Ministry and the lliria Evangelical Bible School.
The church leaders shared with us about the sense
urgency to share the gospel in Kosovo. More churches
must be established, more workers are needed, and
strategic training is imperative for their young field
workers.
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Evening Fellowshipwith.the Chinese Evangelical
Church of Thessaloniki, Greece
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Dinner in Kosovo with the
pastors from the evangelical
churches and the mission
teams from France and
Hungary



Inter-Seminary
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On July 1st this year, our seminary went to Selangor to
participate in the annual Inter-Seminary Games (ISG), which
was held at Malaysia Bible Seminary campus. This year's
competitions included five events: basketball, badminton,
futsal, captain ball, and Chinese chess. Although our
seminary won awards in each event, with 2 gold, 1 silver,and 2
bronze medals, the focus was not on winning or losing. The
main emphasis was on the fellowship among the seminaries.

Additionally, in this sports event, the Malaysia Baptist
Theological Seminary not only showcased various skills but
also excelledin different sporting events. The seminary family
demonstrated sportsmanship and adhered to the concept of
"friendship first," creating a good competitive environment for
everyone to enjoy the games.
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November 8 will be the celebration of MBTS the 70th anniversary. We would like to count the

Lord's blessings and thank the churches for supporting theological education, and give God all
theglory.
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The seminary campus is undergoing renovation, including repairing the landslide and
refurbishing some on campus facilities, please pray for funding.
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After the pandemic, in addition to physical classes, the development of online classes and

multimedia has caused our administrative staff to become overloaded. Please pray for the
recruitment of suitable co-workers and for funding.
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We thank God for the renovation of the Klang Valley branch and the hiring of staff.

The curriculum planning are all on track and has much room for future development.
We also ask for greater support from the churches in Klang Valley.
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7 1st Annual Messengers Conference
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The 71st Annual Messengers Conference of the
Malaysia Baptist Convention (MBC) was held on June
10-12,2024 in Penang.

After deliberation, the committee decided to set
goals and directions for the convention for three years
under the theme "Moving Forward to Build the Kingdom
of God", with the focus for the years 2024-2026
respectively:

2024: Affirming God's Shepherd

2025: Establishing God's Leaders

2026: Strengthening God's Congregation

As we gather under the theme of "Moving Forward,
Building the Kingdom of God," and with 1 Thessalonians
5:12 as our guide, "To respect those who work hard
among you, who are over you in the Lord and who
admonish you." let us all focus on "Affirming God's
Shepherds".

This year's AMC is also a breakthrough in the history
of the convention. It is a very unique conference in that
we are having an English and Mandarin conference at
Georgetown Baptist Church and a Malay conference at
Excel Point Community Church. We look forward to the
Malay-speaking churches growing and working together
to build the Kingdom of God.
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MBTS Theological Society Meeting
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In June and July, MBTS held its yearly Theological Society Meetings
in Chinese, English, and Bahasa. These meetings provide students the
opportunity to present research papers they have written throughout
the year. These events are organized like an academic society, where
students present their research and interact with the audience related to
their presentations.

This year, we had 16 papers presented from the English stream, 21
from the Chinese stream, and 12 from the Malay stream. Many of the
presenters are from MBTS' postgraduate programs, but some are also
from MDiv, MA, and BTh programs as well. The paper topics addressed
issues like “The Trinity and Mission in the Japanese Context,”
“Application of Romans 14:1-15:13 to Chinese Cultural Funeral Rituals
and Ancestor Worship Practices," or “Collectivism, Christian Faith, and
Healthy Relationships.” Researching these topics and then presenting
and discussing them gives students the opportunity to think critically
about a wide range of important topics that Southeast Asian churches
are facing.
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The 3rd MUMM Conference was organized by the
Malaysia United Mission Mobilisation (MUMM) and held
from August 14 to 16, 2024, at Presbyterian Peace Church
in Johor Bahru. The event attracted around 160
representatives from various organizations and networks
across Malaysia.

The conference's theme was "Peace Bestowed Upon
Malaysia,” and it revolved around different thematic
peaks, including "Johor Bahru and the Seven Mountains,"
"Mount Kinabalu and the Climb,” "Hornbills and
Mousedeer,” "Twin Tower and Summit Climb,” and "The
South China Sea and the Strait,” symbolizing different
regions and states of Malaysia, as well as the voices from
the Silk Road and Eastern Europe. The first day of the
conference was officiated by the founding chairman, Dr.
John Ong, and began with a prayer by the senior pastor of
Presbyterian Peace Church, Rev. Chang Yuik Foong.

The conference featured a variety of workshops,
covering topics such as diaspora mission, theological
education in the post-pandemic era, reflections on
missions in the Mekong region, challenges and prospects
of East Asian mission work, social care ministries, youth,
and local cross-cultural ministries. These sessions not
only presented current needs but also reflected on today's
models and strategies.

At the end of the conference, the vision and action plan
for the next three years were announced, along with the
introduction of the new committee members. These
efforts continue to align with MUMM's vision of seeing
Malaysian churches strategically connected, lifting up
Jesus among all ethnic groups, and committing to
fulfilling the global mission.




Newly renovated Administration A Office

%ﬁ’%i@&’\]ﬁﬂAv}’AE

Newly reqovated Guest Lounge
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Newly renovated Library
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Newly renovated KV Campus
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MBTS Klang Valley branch held its dedication
ceremony on April 25, 2024, following five months of
building construction and three months of interior
renovation. Though small, the new facility is well-
equipped. In addition to a splendid library, our hybrid
classroom is furnished with advanced equipment to
support both online and offline classes simultaneously. On
the day of the dedication ceremony, pastors from Klang
Valley churches, representatives from nearby seminaries
and church organizations, along with our lecturers, staff,
alumni, and individuals and churches who have
generously supported us financially and through prayer,
gathered to witness God's goodness. We pray that this
place will become a blessing to the churches in the Klang
Valley and nurture more workers dedicated to serving God
in the church.



Master / Master of Arts in Strategic Foresight (MSF/MASF)
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