2
A 1954 902

2024 Vol.49 No.1 Bulletin Iy‘fi?ﬂ
t!l * @ :IE = 15 K i é B?E

Malaysia Baptist Theological Seminary

SR BANFRFFANEILF, LREX
BMERFNFE2TF, ACAHBBLTRME S,
—%A LR, AEZ R A, A REIRR
ZRSR. A RANREAARE, B B T4 Z R8T
109 38, RE—ANAEREFERGA,

LA eer B, IR R &, W ERARRL
A, EREFELEGREE, AREHY
BATAT, XLRBRBFAFL, A L, AEROF
A EERE, FAANXELRRE TN —2HALF
AHEERE, 2B, SIFFLH,

ARXE A THERNG B FH IR, AR
3% ¥ TE*Alﬁ%ﬁ%nhyk%ﬁ@%

H—ANEENAEEHRIEALEZINEHTY
%, AP AFEARZZIEE A2 K5 FRE
B “—BEETHRAREAEZSASRBRE, R
FRBHFSHEFER? AEELE, ZAHRR
— R TR E—n, BREERNETAEAFGA
HEBR—ANEGFHSE, LFERGEAERAEE
EYE ﬁﬁi%%&iﬁﬁﬁ KA TR AR

REEBH EITFH ARG 2, —BEIF—RIRF
y# ﬁ%a%&% ﬁ%a 2 BIMER, A

k4 5 KB L, —BIRA T ARLESHMTAIE20
#,%ﬁﬁ#%&m+@%i%%ﬂﬁm+ﬁ%ﬁ
RARRF A,

BEMNAIIET EF0EE BEFE—FMT4
%i%) EMEFL— R EZTFRKEFS 2T, —

B ERT R — M, BB H ST E BB

Be 1< 19 1%

(4o AT EA JUHANE K69 5 & 3] R IT kA5
KA, 4l RE EagiRdE, RNMLLI104NME A -
RAVF I, AVFFQ)

BI— AT HFEEETNRER AT LN L
897 FRABHAD R AG? AT HF LR EH R
a2 R?

HA A, BEEH, EWFERFLE, RNFAH—
ek k, REHE, RF A EGRME, FELY
AR, BRI ES AR, BRANAPIFHLE A
TIHREA 5. XA K%, KA, PTAEE,
HEEHITY LIFRAGA D 69 aH1E, &M&Ammﬁ
MR, HAAK, BRKY, T—AwFRFER
BRI oH1E, 1% AAPFHE ARKF T4F, B
A B AIFE, P B R RAL 45 R,

L H AW RALETEAKK S GIHME, XAFH

AAFRIR 4 K82, RAEARIFEER, XK
FEANHART ARG, BHAENIH, £

EHIY L kBRI E, ARKNGENES
B, AARBIAENE T RBHEIE, AREBHKZ

e, BAVFRAKKKIG W, FLAKS RS,
HARRBERBEREY, FEEFRARYS, 2THA
FAL o

KB — AN, B ALt A BG A Ak 3
15,000 A 89 K248 A BHiE, #RZ BSOS, TAE%
BTV A B ERA AR, S RAFHEER R R

., Y —AEIF A AANAAK S LS50 MAKS,
XM R HAR EAN DY R RN AANAKFA L

Address: 40A-D, Mukim 17, Batu Ferringhi, 11100 Penang, Malaysia.
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Message from the President, Dr John Ong

This year marks my 31st year serving at the
seminary, and my 27th year officially as the
president. My heart is full of gratitude and feel
encouraged. All along the way, | have had God's
guidance, the empowerment of the Holy Spirit, the
motivating love of Christ Jesus, the warm
companionship of family, and the supportive trust of
colleagues who work wholeheartedly. | am a blessed
servant.

God's calling, obeying His will, coupled with the
team support of family and colleagues, have
enabled me to continue serving and move forward
with perseverance. These are also important factors
in maintaining a vision, being renewed, and serving
with joy. Similarly, these are crucial factors for
colleagues to serve wholeheartedly throughout their
lives—ablessingto be cherished dearly.

During these days of my service, | have a few
reflections on how long one should remain in a
ministry position:

A missionary candidate from Taiwan is
preparing to go to the mission field, and one
question is how long he should stay. | guided him to
think: "How long does a grain of wheat have to die in
the ground before sprouting and producing many
grains of wheat?" In ministry, although time does not
necessarily represent everything absolutely, we who
are entrusted by God must have a heart of
commitment—I am willing to stay as long as God
wants me to stay. Of course, | should also obey when
God wants meto leave.

| am grateful for the experience of having a great
team. A group of teachers have served together for
many years—some have retired, some are servingin
overseas, and some continue to work with me. A
group of staff has even faithfully served for over 20
years, witnessing the seminary growing from a few
dozen students to thousands enrolled in various
programs.

FAITHFUL

We have all witnessed God's faithfulness (the
theme of the first semester morning chapel this
year). We have also seen one grain of wheat
producing many grains, one mustard seed growing
into a tree where birds of the air can nest in its
branches (we now have students from over many
countries studying long-term, short-term, or online
at our seminary, and we have also established
theological classes and centersin 10 countries).

Another question | often consider is whether
quality and quantity are opposing or com-
plementary. How do we evaluate quality and
quantity in theological education?

In pastoral ministry, missions, and theological
education, we often experience confusion, illusions,
or difficulties in judgment. When a church is very
small with not many people, we criticize it for lacking
vision, strategy, and capability, and, hence, consider
it weak. On the mission field, when there are few
conversions, we say it is ineffective with too much
investment for too little return. When a seminary has
only a handful of students, many criticize it for poor
teaching and management, naturally unable to
grow.

Ironically, when a church grows fivefold or
tenfold with large numbers, some criticize that, with
such a large number, it is difficult to maintain good
quality. People just flock to that church without true
discipleship. On the mission field, when there are
mass conversions and great revival movements,
some question the purity of the gospel preached,
suspecting inflated numbers. When a seminary's
enrollment and graduation numbers increase
greatly, some may question whether the courses are
too easy, lacking quality students, or handing out
degrees indiscriminately...

Whether preaching to a small group or a
congregation of 15,000 people, | minister
wholeheartedly. One cannot say that preaching to a
few is more effective while preaching to a large



crowd lacks quality. If a teacher teaches 5 students
versus 50, does that necessarily mean there is a
difference in quality? Or could it be that teaching 5
requires one method while teaching 50 requires an
effective different approach? If the teacher skillfully
utilizes technology and implements other methods
like small group interaction, paper presentations,
and field orientation could quality not be maintained
aswell?

We often have a strange perspective - the bigger
a company is in the world, the more reliable and
trustworthy we think its quality is; but the smaller
the company, the less reliable we tend to think it is.
For example, when buying cars, we go for the largest
international brands; for smartphones, we buy
products from a few of the biggest companies, while
products from the smallest companies seem
unreliable to us... So size is not necessarily the
standard for measuring quality.

| believe that we should be faithful in the smallest
things as well as the larger matters. Small does not
mean bad, and big does not necessarily mean good.
Conversely, small does not necessarily mean good,
and big does not necessarily mean bad.

Strangely enough, when it comes to secular
things, we trust big brands and large enterprises.
But for spiritual matters, we don't have the same
belief? Do we think spiritual works are better done
small? Where does this idea come from? Is it
biblical? If so, how can spiritual work bring about
great revival? Jesus told his disciples, "You will do
even greater things than these.” God told Abraham,
“I will make you into a great nation”, and to the
prophet, "I will show you greater and more difficult
things.” William Carey said, "Expect great things
from God; attempt great things for God."

Of course, there are many examples of "small but
beautiful, small but exquisite” things, which | won't
gointo detail here. Let me talk more about quantity.

From another perspective, bigger may actually
enable better quality. Large churches have
resources, big auditoriums, large budgets, and many
talents, so they can allocate and mobilize
manpower, execute big plans, and drive major
ministry movements. The world's most famous 50
universities that are academically recognized for
their excellencies are often large institutions. It is
because of their size that they have sufficient
resources and experience to focus on quality,

develop institutional standards for admitting
students and faculty, arrange curricula, evaluate
details, allocate resources, etc., thereby ensuring the
quality of graduates (at least above general
standards).

Baptist works excel globally in two areas:
missions and education (Christian universities and
seminaries). Inthe US, there are several large Baptist
seminaries. Over the past century, as Baptist
missions expanded worldwide, theological
education also grew, establishing seminaries in
every country, with their quality and outcomes being
affirmed.

This year marks the 70th anniversary of the
Malaysian Baptist Theological Seminary. We dare
not be lazy or unfruitful, but advance missions and
theological education everywhere, expanding
extension courses, while emphasizing quality to
bear spiritual fruit.

We all know the most important thing is to be
faithful - faithful with 1,000 talents entrusted, 2,000
talents, or 5,000 talents. The Lord has made it clear
that to those who have, more will be given; but from
those who do not have, even what they have will be
taken away due to unfaithfulness. Let's ponoverder
it, pray aboutit,and encourage each other.

Postscript:

1. We are not claiming to be very large already. At
most, we are a medium-sized seminary with much
room for growth (if the Lord wills).

2. Our students come from various backgrounds
with different levels. Some, due to their
qualifications or time constraints, can only graduate
with certificates or diplomas; some can earn
bachelor's degrees; others with academic ability
and effort can obtain master's and doctoral degrees.

3. The Asia Theological Association just
conducted its 5-year academic assessment. After
reports, analyses, interviews, and reviews, all our
master's degree programs (over 10 different majors)
received accreditation, and all doctoral programs
(D.Min./D.Miss./Ph.D.) were also accredited. This
affirmation from ATA's objective evaluation makes
us grateful and encourages us to continue striving
for quality.

4.0n the other hand, we must not neglect the call
to make disciples. Although the scope of my
educational ministry is quite large, the most
meaningful aspect remains the in-depth sharing
and mutual sharpening of life with the few | interact
withregularly.
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Thank the Lord for initiating the renovation of the campus in Penang last year, including
repairing landslide areas. Now, a large portion has been completed, including renovations to
the female dormitories, the main administrative building A (for the president, academic affairs,
and finance departments), prevention of landslides, dormitory window and railing repairs,
upgrading of pathways outside the auditorium, railing painting, and drainage ditch repairs.
Thank you for your prayers. There is still a lot of funding needed, so if you feel moved, please
continue to contribute.
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This year, as we celebrate the 70th anniversary of the theological seminary, we have been
promoting Theological Sunday gatherings in many churches across different states since the
beginning of the year. So far, dozens of gatherings have been held in West Malaysia and East

Malaysia. Thank the Lord. We hope that more churches will be willing to send people to our
seminary to study theology, and we ask for your prayers inremembering us.
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The once-every-five-years evaluation by the Asian Theological Association for major
theological seminaries is also taking place this year. Our seminary has just completed the
evaluation after over a year of preparation. The evaluation committee conducted three days of
intensive interviews and assessments. All of our courses have received continued
accreditation, and new courses have also received new accreditation. These courses include
bachelor's, master's, and three doctoral degrees. We are grateful to our God.
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In 2023 MBTS started the process of re-accreditation of its programs, which is an evaluation
process that we undergo every five years. After the 2018 review, MBTS received accreditation for
nine of its programs. In the years after that, though, we faced many challenges related to the
pandemic, and as a result, we made many changes to our delivery systems and even started new
programs. Thus, during this review, MBTS had numerous changes to submit related to new
programs, new structures, and new teaching methodologies. After submitting our documents in
December 2023, the ATA visiting evaluation team was on campus from March 11-13, during which
time they examined many documents and interviewed many personnel, students, and alumni. After
this thorough evaluation, they decided to recommend all programs for accreditation: 9 programs for
re-accreditation and 8 programs for new accreditation. 2 programs will receive accreditation after
MBTS sees the first batch of graduates from these programs. This result is good news, and it
confirms that MBTS' teaching philosophy and desire to meet the post-pandemic needs of local
churches has been the correctone.
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e A
Kedah ZH#Tl| Sabah ;)@
Alor Setar Baptist Church Kota Kinabalu Baptist Church

Likas Baptist Church
Vineyard Baptist Church
Sea Park Chinese Baptist Church Sandakan Baptist Church
Pantai Baptist Church Leila Baptist Church

Filipino Makarios
Reservoir Garden Baptist Church (Pg Island)
Reservoir Garden Baptist Church (Mainland) Emmanuel Baptist Church
FGA Centre (Air Itam) First Baptist Church
Kota Samarahan Baptist Church
Gospel Baptist Church
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Phoebe Lee

Walking up the "humble hill" to attend classes and learn from the distinguished
professors who have been entrusted by God to impart His Kingdom wisdom and
knowledge to future generations is a joyful and honorable experience. | am
surrounded by classmates who share my passion for seeking God and serving
others. | am grateful for the opportunity to engage in the MBTS theological education
and also be a part of acommunity that encourages and blesses one another.

Zachary Soo Zhi Peng

After spending a month at MBTS, | praise God for this wonderful
opportunity to not only study here but also to build healthy, joyful, and
spirit-filled relationships with brothers and sisters in Christ from
different parts of Malaysia. God has been using all these people in the
seminary to sharpen one another in our calling, ministry, and love for
Him. Additionally, it has been a joy to witness the work of God through
MBTS's students, which is encouraging and helps strengthen my faith
even more. Praying that God will continue to use each and every one of
us to our full potential for His glory!

Andrew Simon

I am very grateful that God has led me here to MBTS. In my first semester
here, God has already started to shape my thoughts. | started to see that
investing and deepening my own spiritual formation would be the best
thing I could do as | continue to serve and mature this current generation
of youth and children in Georgetown Baptist Church that God has
entrusted me to shepherd. Thank you for walking with me over these next
fewyears here at MBTS.
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2024 New intake
20245 H 4

Lonie Rangkai Garang

Saya berasal dari BEM Lawas Sarawak dan sebelum ini saya juga
pernah tinggal dan bekerja di Semenanjung agak lama. Semenjak
sampai di MBTS saya mengalami satu transformasi yang sangat
positif dalam pembetukkan peribadi baik dari segi mental dan
fizikal. Ini disebabkan oleh suasana di MBTS yang menyenangkan
baik dari segi pentadbiran, aturcara serta persiapan aktiviti, dan
kerjasama antara pelajar, pensyarah dan staff. Saya merasa
bersyukur kerana diberi peluang untuk belajar disini.

Ngallinah Binti Osinjiu

Sebagai pelajar baru di MBTS, pertamanaya, saya berdepan dengan
situasi dan persekitaran yang baru. Hidup dalam komuniti yang baru
dan pergaulan yang baru pada hakikatnya memerlukan masa untuk
beradaptasi tetapi Puji Tuhan semua itu dapat dilalui dengan baik
apabila adanya guru-guru dan rakan-rakan yang memberi 'warm
welcoming’, menyokong dan mengasihi. Saya bersyukur dan
berterima kasih atas kesempatan dan kepercayaan yang diberikan
oleh Pihak MBTS dalam menerima saya belajar di sini.

Jarum Pui

Shallom! Saya Jarum Pui, pelajar baru dalam program BM (MDivCTE)
bagitahun 2024. Saya ingin berkongsi pengalaman selama berada di
seminari dalam tiga bulan yang baru berlalu.Pengalaman berada di
MBTS sangat menarik dan memberi peluang untukbertemu dengan
orang-orang baru, memperluaskan pengalaman dan belajarperkara-
perkara yang baru. Saya juga dapat bertemu dengan guru yang
profesionaldan mahir dalam bidang yang diajar. Saya banyak belajar
tentang perkembangan terbaru danmemperluas pengetahuan. Selain itu,
saya juga dapat membina hubungandengan orang yang mempunyai
minat yang sama. Dengan melibatkan diri dalamperbincangan dan
kerjasama denganbrakan-rakan penuntut, saya boleh
meluaskanpandangan saya dan mencari inspirasi baharu untuk
pelayanan dan minat saya.
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English Course Learning mode: Hybrid (online & physical)

Date & Time

4-7 June
Tue-Fri: 8am-5pm

18-21 June

Tue-Fri: 8am-1pm

24-28 June
Mon: 10am-5pm,
Tue-Thu: 8am-5pm,
Fri: 8am-1pm

16-19 July
Tue-Thu: 8am-5pm,
Fri: 8am-1pm

30 July- 2 August
Tue-Thu: 8am-5pm,
Fri: 8am-1pm

Courses

Creative Bible Teaching

Theological Society Meeting

Urban Mission

Kingdom Transformation

Making Disciples

BM kelas berada dalam mode hybrid.

Date & Time
4-7 June

Tue-Fri: 8am-5pm

13-14 June
Thu-Fri: 8am-4pm

17-21 June
Mon: 10am-5pm,
Tue-Thu: 8am-5pm,
Fri: 8am-1pm

24-28 June
Mon: 10am-5pm,
Tue-Thu: 8am-5pm,
Fri: 8am-1pm

8-12 July

Mon: 10am-5pm,
Tue-Thu: 8am-5pm,
Fri: 8am-1pm

16-19 July
Tue-Thu: 8am-5pm,
Fri: 8am-1pm

22-26 July
Mon-Thu: 8am-4pm
Fri: 8am-1pm

29 July- 2 August
Mon: 10am-5pm,
Tue-Thu: 8am-5pm,
Fri: 8am-1pm

Courses

Mengajar Alkitab Secara Kreatif

Seminar Teologi

Pendidikan Holistik Kanak-kanak

Gereja Dalam Penganiyaan

Gereja & Tranformasi Sosial

Kingdom Transformation

Teologi Alkitabiah

Kristianiti dan Agama-agama Dunia

Fee

RM300

RM100

RM300

RM200

RM200

Fee

RM300

RM100

RM300

RM300

RM300

RM200

RM200

RM300

Lecturer

Prof. Anne De Jesus-Ardina
Youth & Family Studies Program Director
for Alliance Graduate School in Manilla,
Philippines

Ps. Joe Grom

Graduated from Asbury Theological
Seminary. Youth Program Director

Dr. Will Brooks

Acting Academic Provost

Dr. Michael Crane

Professor of Urban Mission. Co-director of
Radius Global Cities Network.

Mr. Lim Eng Hoe

Mr. Lim was a Barrister at Law, from
Lincoln's Inn. He trains workers to engage
with issues of social concern and human
need.

Dr. T. A. Nguyen

Director of Missions, San Fernando
Valley Southern Baptist Association

Lecturer

Ps. David Paksoal

Fakukti Program BM

Ps. Aliza Mesir

Dr. Elanko Kannan

Rev. Pax Tan

Mr. Lim Eng Hoe

Ps. Nick Platt

Dr. George Terry
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Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, this year we have designed a 12-month certificate course to equip God's
people to serve in the kingdom of God. Please share and encourage each other to participate. You will have the

opportunity to interact and learn with brothers and sisters from other churches. We are blessed with lecturers who
haverich teaching experience. May God give us strength. Please register as soon as possible!

3 Cariificans

Time: Mon & Tues 7-10.30pm
8 o/ > Q Venue: ELIM SPORT COMPLEX
E) @@ Ser v e 8,Jalan Chung Thye Phin, Taman Chateau, 30250 Ipoh, Perak
- Modules Lecturer Date Coursg Fees :
A. Leadership Course 1. Registration: RM50
1. Servant Leadership Rev Chan Theam Lai =~ 1-2 Apr 2024 2. Modules RM80 each
2. Leadership Qualities and Character ~ Dr Susan Chen 6-7 May 2024 (pay all modules in advance : RM720)
Developments / Spirituality 3. Graduation: RM100
3. Vision, Planning and Strategies Mr Kris Kelley 20-21 May 2024 We encourage you to pay in full.

Need to complete all subjects to graduate.
B. Biblical Foundation

4. Basic Biblical Interpretation Bishop Ng Moon Hing  26-27 Aug 2024 Contact: Ms Kelly

5. Life of Christ Course Rev Clement Peter 1-2 July 2024 Tel: +60 4-8811245 _
6. Bible Truths & Theology Samuel Nesan 22-23 July 2024 = Email: partnership@mbts.org.m'y
C. Spirituality [=]%

7. Build the Inner Man Rev Peggy Seow 5-6 Aug 2024

8. Dealing with Self (EQ) Rev Chan Theam Lai =~ 9-10 Sep 2024

9. Dealing with People (People Skill) Dr Susan Chen 23-24 Sep 2024

10. Spiritual Warfare Ps Carlo Socobos 7-8 Oct 2024 scan & reglster EE—"

tmyurl comIIpothmppedToServe “ 9

Equlpped to Serve ENIEINEAL

#'.‘ "i: Modules Lecturer Date fosrsg Fee§ : RM50
’;:,. v A. Leadership Course - Registration:
P * 1. Servant Leadership Rev Chan Theam Lai 31 Jul-1 Aug 2024 2. Modules RM80 e?Ch
. 4 2 Leadership Qualities and Character = Ms Esther Tan 18-19 Sept 2024 (pay all modules in advance : RM720)
” Developments / Spirituality 3. Graduation: RM100
3. Vision, Planning and Strategies Mr Kris Kelley 16-17 Oct 2024 We encourage you to pay in full.
Need to complete all subjects
B. Biblical Foundation to graduate.
4. Life of Christ Course Elder Wrutheran 8-9 Jan 2025 Contact: Ms Kelly
5. Bf'asm Biblical Interpretation Bishop Ng Moon Hing' 19-20 Feb 2025 e Tel: +60 4-8811245
6. Bible Truths & Theology Pr Samuel Nesan 12-13 Mar 2025 . !
@ Email: partnership@mbts.org.my
C. Spirituality
7. Build the Inner Man Mr Kris Kelley 16-17 Apr 2025 EEH..'IE
8. EQ & People Skill Rev Chan Theam Lai 7-8 May 2025
9. Know God, Love God, Honour God Dr Bobby Chai & 11-12Jun 2025 ﬁ‘@
Ms Poh Siew Pheng .E?
10. Spiritual Warfare Rev Chan Theam Lai 9-10 July 2025 Scan & Register. .
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The Faithfulness of God

Platform: Hybrid (Physical at MBTS Penang & ﬁ MS Teams)

18-21 June, 2024 (Tuesday-Friday)

Time: 8.30am-1pm

Venue: ¥ MBTS Penang Campus

Content: ® Plenary ®* Workshops ® Research Presentation
Keynote Speakers:

e Dr. Will Brooks

Acting Academic Provost English.

Professor of Missions and NT Interpretation Scan & Register
e Dr. Kyle Essary E"‘-ﬁ:m

Professor of Biblical Studies lﬁ;&iﬂ ="

bit.ly/2024STCM_EN




X 7 P Klang Valley Campus
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Thank the Lord that, despite a tight schedule, the interior renovation
work at the Klang Valley Campus is in full swing and is expected to be
completed before the dedication service. In the photo, the hybrid
classroom is basically ready and waiting for the arrival of new chairs.
The reception/office is largely complete and the library is taking shape.
Thank you to all the brothers and sisters who participated in the
renovation and relocation of the Klang Valley Campus so that we could
wn completeall the work according to the schedule.
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Radius Asia is a missionary training program that seeks to equip
those who are called to missions with the necessary skills to take the
gospel to the ends of the earth. They focus on the need to go to the
hard places where there are no churches, and their training equips
people with the skills to learn the language and culture well enough to
plant the life-changing truth of the gospel in those contexts. Given
MBTS' similar commitment to missions, we are excited to be able to
partner with Radius Asia to train more cross-cultural missionaries. In
this partnership, students who complete Radius' 8-month training
program can receive 15 credit hours of transfer credit for the work
they do as part of Radius' program. We hope that many of those who
are called to be cross-cultural missionaries will complete the Radius
training program and then receive training in biblical and theological
foundations by continuing their studies with MBTS.
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Alumni Homecoming
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. MBTS Main Campus (Penang)

EVENTS il
SCHEDULE Gmnd Celebration for

70th Anniversary
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Bayview Beach Resort (Penang)
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https://www.mbts.org.my/

70th-events-enquiry



