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1 See Jeffery A.D. Weima, Neglected Endings: The Significance of the
Pauline Letter Closings (Sheffield: Sheffield Academic Press, 1994).

2 Bonnie Thurston, “Paul’s Associates in Colossians 4:7—17,” Restoration
Quarterly 41 (1999), 46.

8 Jerry Sumney, Colossians: A Commentary, NTL (Louisville: Westminster
John Knox, 2008), 266.

4 Scot Mcknight, The Letter to the Colossians, NICNT (Grand Rapids:
Eerdmans, 2018), 655.
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® Issues of authorship will not be addressed in this essay. See the recent
discussion in Garwood P. Anderson, Paul’s New Perspective (Downers Grove, Ill.: IVP,
2016), 187-195, and the relevant sections in the recent major commentaries. I will refer
to the author as “Paul” throughout this essay.

8 Thurston, “Paul’s Associates,” 46.

" In addition to the introductions of the major commentaries, see Clinton E.
Arnold, The Colossian Syncretism: The Interface Between Christianity and Folk Belief
in Colossae (Grand Rapids: Baker, 1996); lan K. Smith, Heavenly Perspective: A Study
of the Apostle Paul's Response to a Jewish Mystical Movement at Colossae (London:
T&T Clark, 2006); Richard E. DeMaris, The Colossian Controversy: Wisdom in
Dispute at Colossae (Sheffield: JSOT Press, 1994).
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8 David W. Pao, Colossians and Philemon, ZECNT (Grand Rapids:
Zondervan, 2012), 31.

® G. K. Beale, Colossians and Philemon, BECNT (Grand Rapids: Baker,
2019), 16.

10 Of course, other theological themes are present, especially eschatology.
For the purposes of this essay, I highlight Christology and Christian identity in Christ
because these themes are central to the message of the letter and are prominent in the
final greetings.

" Douglas J. Moo, The Letters to the Colossians and to Philemon, PNTC
(Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2008), 63.
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12 Beale, Colossians and Philemon, 349. The section also shows Paul’s
continued pastoral care for the Colossians, even during his own imprisonment.

3 He is sending Tychicus and Onesimus to tell the Colossians more about is
own situation.

4 McKnight, Colossians, 655.
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16 Christopher A. Beetham, Echoes of Scripture in the Letter of Paul to the
Colossians (Leiden: Brill, 2008), 81-95.

1 G. K. Beale, Union with the Resurrected Christ: Eschatological New
Creation and New Testament Biblical Theology (Grand Rapids: Baker, 2023), 166-67.
Other covenantal themes are found throughout the Christ hymn of 1:15-20. See Grant
Macaskill, “Union(s) with Christ: Colossians 1:15-20, Ex Auditu 33 (2017): 92-107.
Moreover, the circumcision imagery of 2:11-15 links salvation in Christ to the
Abrahamic covenant and the identification of the Colossians as “chosen ones” in 3:12
points to the covenant status of the Colossian church.

18 Pao, Colossians and Philemon, 309.
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the gentile world.
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