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1 See Jeffery A.D. Weima, Neglected Endings: The Significance of the
Pauline Letter Closings (Sheffield: Sheffield Academic Press, 1994).
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discussion in Garwood P. Anderson, Paul’s New Perspective (Downers Grove, Ill.: IVP,
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to the author as “Paul” throughout this essay.
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of the Apostle Paul's Response to a Jewish Mystical Movement at Colossae (London:
T&T Clark, 2006); Richard E. DeMaris, The Colossian Controversy: Wisdom in
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Zondervan, 2012), 31.

® G. K. Beale, Colossians and Philemon, BECNT (Grand Rapids: Baker,
2019), 16.

10 Of course, other theological themes are present, especially eschatology.
For the purposes of this essay, I highlight Christology and Christian identity in Christ
because these themes are central to the message of the letter and are prominent in the
final greetings.
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Creation and New Testament Biblical Theology (Grand Rapids: Baker, 2023), 166-67.
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